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restored. With the Mahomedan countrymen, the temporal and spiri-
tual power go hand in hand. I can, therefore, understand the
Mahomedan sentiment against any dismemberment of Turkey.
But it has been stated by The Times of India amongst others that
there is as yet no authoritative and representative statement of the
Mahomedan claim. You and you alone can mend this omission.
There should be a calm, dispassionate and reasoned statement of
the Mahomedan claim. In my humble opinion, you should set
forth your minimum demands in such a way as to appeal to any
impartial student of such matters. Time is running fast and un-
less you make a move at once in the desired direction, it may be
too late to do anything; for the League of Nations is making rapid
progress, as rapid as it is possible to make in view of world
interests that are to be affected by its deliberations. And when you
have drawn up the statement of your claim, you have to see how
to enforce it.
It may be asked why I, a Hindu, bother my head about the
Mahomedan question. The answer is that as you are my neigh-
bours and my countrymen, it is my duty to share your sorrows.
I cannot talk about Hindu-Mahomedan unity and fail in giving
effect to the idea when the test has come. And you know that I
touched the Mahomedan question in my published letter ad-
dressed to H. E. the Viceroy immediately after the war con-
ference that was held at Delhi.1 Since then I have never failed,
whenever the occasion has arisen, to submit my views to the pro-
per quarters. It now remains for me to consider how your claim
may be enforced. Naturally the chosen method is to make repre-
sentations to the Government. Sometimes the Government do not
see eye to eye with us. What are we to do under such circum-
stances? If we had the franchise and responsible Government, we
could by our vote turn that Government out of power. But in the
absence of any such effective methods of making our will felt, what
are we to do? When people have become enraged against govern-
ments for a deliberate failure to carry out their wishes, they have
resorted to violence and I know that many consider that violence
is the only remedy open to them when ordinary agitation has fail-
ed. This is an age-long remedy. I consider it to be barbarous and
I have endeavoured to place before the people and the Govern-
ment another remedy which does away with violence in any
shape or form and is infinitely more successful than the latter.
I feel we are not justified in resorting to violence for asserting our
l Vide Vol XIV, "Letter to Viceroy", 294-1918.